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NEWS RELEASE 
September 1, 2009 
 
 “FEMA to Rescind Letter of Final Determination Pertaining to the Flood 
Insurance Study and Flood Insurance Rate Map for Garden City and Finney 
County” 
 
[For more information, please contact Matt Allen, City Manager, City of 
Garden City. mallen@garden-city.org or 620/276-1160. or Peter Olson, 
County Administrator, Finney County. admin@finneycounty.org or  620/272-
3542] 
 

Garden City – Attached are two letters which were sent to Judge J. Thomas 

Marten on August 31, 2009 by counsel for FEMA, and David M. Traster, co-counsel for the 

City of Garden City, Kansas, County of Finney, Kansas and the other named Plaintiffs in the 

pending litigation in the Federal District Court in Wichita, Kansas.  

STATEMENT FROM PLAINTIFFS:   FEMA has made the determination that it will rescind 

the Letter of Final Determination pertaining to a Flood Insurance Study and Flood Insurance 

Rate Map which were to become effective September 25, 2009.  FEMA has indicated that it 

is rescinding the Letter of Final Determination as a result of an administrative error.  FEMA 

has indicated that it intends to issue another Letter of Final Determination and restart the 

process for compliance.  While Plaintiffs are very pleased that the action which was to 

become effective on September 25, 2009 has been rescinded, a result which is more 

comprehensive than what would have been achieved at the hearing on September 3rd, 

Plaintiffs will closely review any new Letter of Final Determination.  At this point, the lawsuit 

is still pending, and should FEMA not correct the substantive and procedural deficiencies 

raised in the complaint, Plaintiffs will endeavor to seek the recourse requested in the 

complaint.  Notwithstanding FEMA’s statement that rescission is based upon an 

administrative error, Plaintiffs are confident the breadth and scope of the legal theories and 

arguments set forth in Plaintiffs’ complaint and brief contributed significantly to the result 

achieved to date.   

For more information on this issue, please do not hesitate to contact Matt Allen, 

City Manager, City of Garden City at 620/276-1160 or mallen@garden-city.org., or Peter 

Olson, County Administrator, Finney County at 620/272-3542 or 

admin@finneycounty.org.  
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